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First Tuesday: Media Regulation and the Public Interest to be cablecast in Boston, Cambridge, Lowell, Malden and Somerville.

In 2003 the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) changed its media ownership regulations, loosening ownership restrictions on large media corporations. The rule changes sparked a national debate about corporate control of the media, with large numbers of people across the county getting involved in contacting their Congresspeople to press for overturning the changes. Media reform advocates who oppose the FCC rule changes argue that our freedom of speech, diversity of viewpoints and coverage of local issues suffer when fewer than 10 companies control almost all the television distribution and content, magazines, newspapers, music and radio in the United States. 

The Commonwealth Broadband Collaborative (CBC) is a consortium of public access stations, the University of Massachusetts and several community technology centers. The group is committed to covering these important media issues and will cablecast programming that explores these topics in detail in its series program, First Tuesday. First Tuesday is cablecast simultaneously at 12:30pm on the first Tuesday of each month to cable subscribers in Boston, Cambridge, Lowell, Malden, and Somerville. It is also webcast with a live chat and then archived from the CBC website, www.cbcmedia.org. 

The first program, to be cablecast on February 3, features panel discussions with Boston area media experts. It was produced by Boston Neighborhood Network and is hosted by Bill August, an experienced media lawyer and advocate for public access television. 

The First Tuesday panelsts include: 

Mark Lloyd, a Martin Luther King, Jr. Visiting Scholar at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he teaches communications policy and conducts research on the relationship between communications policy and strong democratic communities. He served as the Executive Director of the Civil Rights Forum on Communications Policy, a non-profit, non-partisan project he co-founded to bring civil rights principles and advocacy to the communications policy debate.  Mr. Lloyd has nearly twenty years of experience as a print and broadcast journalist, including work as a reporter and producer at NBC and CNN, and is the recipient of several awards including an Emmy and a Cine Golden Eagle. 

Ben Compaine, author of Who Owns the Media, a book that takes issue with the idea that there is not enough diversity in the media. Mr. Compaine is former Director of the Program on Information Resources Policy at Harvard University.

Jeffrey Hansell, Executive Director of Malden Access Television and Chair of the Alliance for Community Media Northeast Region. 

Debra Rogers, Executive Director of Falmouth Community Television.

In Boston, First Tuesday will have repeat showings on 

Tuesdays, February 10, 17 and 24 at 12:30pm on BNN Channel 23. 

Saturdays, February 7, 14, 21 and 28 at 9:00pm on BNN Channel 9

Boston Neighborhood Network is a membership-based, independent non-profit organization.  Its mission is to use cable television’s unique capabilities and other technology to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.
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