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The National Conference on Media Reform cablecast on Boston Neighborhood Network

Speakers include Rep. Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Rev. Jesse Jackson, Al Franken, FCC Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein, Studs Terkel and John Sweeney of the AFL-CIO.

In 2003 the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) changed its media ownership regulations, loosening ownership restrictions on large media corporations. The rule changes sparked a national debate about corporate control of the media, with large numbers of people across the county getting involved in contacting their Congresspeople to press for overturning the changes. Media reform advocates who oppose the FCC rule changes argue that our freedom of speech, diversity of viewpoints and coverage of local issues suffer when fewer than 10 companies control almost all the television distribution and content, magazines, newspapers, music and radio in the United States. 

The National Conference on Media Reform is a series of 9 programs comprised of the proceedings of a conference that was held in Madison, Wisconsin on November 7 - 9, 2003, organized by Free Press and Moveon.org. Moving beyond critique to action, the National Conference on Media Reform was a groundbreaking forum to democratize the debate over media policymaking. A broad range of media reform activists joined members of Congress, the FCC, and leaders of major groups working for civil rights, women's rights, rural renewal, the environment, labor, community development and other issues. Their objective was to mobilize new constituencies, strengthen coalitions working in Washington and at the grassroots, develop plans for immediate and long-term reforms, and generate policies and strategies that will structurally improve the media system. 
The National Conference on Media Reform was videotaped by CAN TV, the public access station in Chicago and will be cablecast on Boston Neighborhood Network’s News and Information Channel (Comcast Channel 9 and RCN Channel 15).  Beginning on February 17, the series will run for nine weeks on Tuesdays at 10:00pm and Sundays at 9:00pm.

Boston Neighborhood Network is a membership-based, independent non-profit organization.  Its mission is to use cable television’s unique capabilities and other technology to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.

