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HealthSpot on Neighborhood Network News 

Boston Neighborhood Network (BNN) and Blue Cross Blue Shield have come together to bring Boston cable television viewers HealthSpot, a six-part health series to be cablecast on Neighborhood Network News.  The series presents personal stories of the diagnosis and treatment of patients with diseases common to urban areas, including diabetes, asthma and heart disease.  Each segment will focus on one disease and will be divided into two smaller parts, each three minutes in length, to be aired on Monday and Wednesday beginning on November 3.  

The first segment of HealthSpot will focus on diabetes. Viewers will meet Flora Frazier, an older woman who has recently been diagnosed with the disease.  The first half of the segment, to be cablecast on Monday, will talk about her diagnosis and her immediate reaction to the news.  Dr. Elliot Sternthal of the Boston Medical Center will share with viewers the medical implications of the disease.  The second part of the segment, to be cablecast on Wednesday, will bring viewers a look at the changes Ms. Frazier has had to make in her life in order to manage her diabetes.  Cameras enter her home in order to give viewers a first-hand look at Ms. Frazier’s daily routine of living with the disease.

HealthSpot will premier on BNN’s Channel 9 as part of Neighborhood Network News (NNN) on Monday, November 3 and Wednesday, November 5.  The spots will repeat the following week.  NNN is cablecast at 5:30pm, 9:30pm and 11:00pm.  The second part of the series discusses asthma, and will be cablecast two weeks later, followed by the third and final segment about heart disease.  

Northeastern interns Jovia Leveille and Angela Cooper created HealthSpot with the help of Blue Cross/Blue Shield, The Boston Medical Center and BNN’s General Manager, Curtis Henderson, Jr.  

Boston Neighborhood Network is a membership-based, independent non-profit organization operating two community access television channels in Boston.  Its mission is to use cable television’s unique capabilities and other technology to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.
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