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	Barbra Barrow-Murray, Boston Neighborhood Network's Production Services Director and Access Studio Manager, was honored in March with two awards. She received the Women of Color, Image Award for Lifetime Achievement. She also received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the City of Boston, which was presented by Mayor Thomas Menino. These two awards will join many others, including seven television Emmys that she has been awarded for her exceptional work. 

Barbara was a six-year-old girl from Roxbury when she started dancing under the tutelage of Boston's grand dame, Elma Lewis. She performed throughout New England until her late teens when she went to work at the National Center for Afro-American Artists. In 1972, her mentor gave wings to Barbara's creativity by helping her secure a position on the longest running black public affairs program in the country, "Say Brother" at WGBH. She worked her way up the ranks until in 1976 she became the producer of the award winning "Say Brother" program. In 1985 Barbara moved to the WGBH Special Programming Department which she ran for two years, producing three full-length programs: a docudrama on the life of Roland Hayes, called "Roland Hayes: Minister of Music;" a documentary on early Black aviators which she co-produced with Tanya and Phil Hart, entitled "Flyers in Search of A Dream" (this program is on permanent display at the Smithsonian Institute National Air and Space Museum); and a dance program called Impressions, featuring the music of the late Marvin Gaye and choreographer, Danny Sloan, which was nominated for an Emmy Award in 1988. 

During Barbara's fifteen years at WGBH-TV, she had the pleasure of working with such notables as Maya Angelou, Jesse Jackson, Louis Farrakhan, Shirley Chisholm, Dick Gregory, Webster Lewis and Noel Pointer, Randy Weston, Muhammad Ali, Duke Ellington, and Betty Carter, to name a few of those who made their mark on America's history. Since leaving WGBH, Barbara's career has included running her own production company and working on projects such as WBZ-TV's program "Coming Together" with Tanya Hart. It also included a happy marriage to her late husband, Thomas Murray, and the birth of their son in 1977, Lorenzo Clifford Murray. Barbara has also been the Media Director of the Museum of Fine Art's National Center of African American Artists. 

Boston Neighborhood Network is thrilled that Barbara has returned to her roots in Roxbury to manage and teach at the BNN Access Studio. General Manager, Curtis Henderson, Jr. says, "Barbara allows us to bring the highest quality of education to the residents of Boston." Barbara loves teaching her studio production course which fits right in with the philosophy adopted from her mentor, Elma Lewis. "On your way up, reach down and pull someone else up with you. Don't pick, just take the next one up." "That is exactly how I live. I pass my skills on by just taking the next one up." 


This press release and a photo of Barbara barrow-Murray can be found in the E-Connection  which can be found on the home page of www.bnntv.org
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