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BNN YOUTH MEDIA FESTIVAL SCREENING

Boston Neighborhood Network (BNN) will host a premier screening of the programs produced by its Summer Youth Programs as part of its Youth Media Festival 2003.  The free screening will include eight projects ranging from documentaries and video tours to studio programs and multimedia projects. The work was produced this Summer by youth at seven youth-serving organizations including the Archdale Community Center in Roslindale, BNN Multimedia Center in Roxbury, Hyde Park Community Center, Hyde Park YMCA, Jackson/Mann Community Center of Allston/Brighton, Roxbury Boys and Girls Club and Tobin Community Center in Mission Hill. 

BNN initiated four new programs this summer to involve Boston’s youth in learning television production skills.  The programs included a workshop in studio production, the Digital Art Youth Program (DAY), workshops with four Boston community centers using the BNN Mobile Production Van and a documentary-making workshop.  Youth ages 10-16 interacted with BNN staff to learn, produce and eventually cablecast their own programs on BNN.  “We hope to encourage youth to become involved with BNN so that they can have more influence on the images of youth on television, which tend to be more negative than positive,” said BNN Director of Education and Outreach, Wendy Blom. “The programs also keep them engaged in supervised, creative activities while out of school.”

The workshop in studio production involved 11 children, ages 13-14, from the Roxbury Boys and Girls Club.  They met on Fridays at the CityPlace BNNLive studio where they learned to use the equipment and organize a production.  Media instructor Cynthia Conti led the kids as they worked to produce two studio programs on issues important to the teens, including premarital sex, peer pressure, mass media images of women and racism.  

The Digital Art Youth (DAY) Program, offered at the BNN Multimedia Center, was a six-week full-day program that taught digital imaging, animation, web design and digital video and audio production.  Children ages 10 to 13 produced their own digital art work, television programs and other media projects under the supervision and instruction of media professionals and experienced teachers.  

In collaboration with Boston Centers for Youth and Families, BNN staffers Wendy Blom and Bob Lamm and Americorps*VISTA Scott Hillier worked with four community centers in Boston to teach children, ages 13-14, about media literacy and TV production.  The youth planned and produced their own television programs highlighting their community centers. The community centers involved were the Archdale Community Center of Roslindale, Hyde Park Community Center, Jackson/Mann Community Center and Tobin Community Center. BNN staff encouraged the students to combat negative stereotypes of their communities through interviews, performances and tours. The BNN Mobile Production Van was used to tape the programs, and the youth worked together to operate the cameras, write scripts and serve as hosts, interviewers and performers.  

The documentary-making workshop, taught by video producer, Andrew Potter, involved 6 youth ages 13 to 16 at the Hyde Park YMCA. They learned documentary production through camera, audio, lighting, and digital editing instruction.  The group produced a short documentary called “Why is it OK?” about the different expectations of boys and girls around relationships and sexual behavior.

BNN Youth Media Festival Screening  

Wednesday, October 1, 7-9pm                                         
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BNN Youth Media Festival Cablecast Times

Fridays, Oct. 3 and 10 at 3:00pm, Channel 9

Saturdays, Oct. 4 and 11 at 8:30pm, Channel 9

Monday, Oct. 20, 9:30pm, Channel 23
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