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BNN to Cablecast Foley House’s Dedication to Robert Quinn,
 August 4 at 7:30 pm
(Boston, MA)  Boston Neighborhood Network Television (BNN) recently covered the dedication of the Foley Senior Residences building on Mattapan’s River Street in honor of Dorchester native Robert H. “Bob” Quinn.  The program, which features a look at the interior of the residences and several dedication speeches from prominent Bostonians, also includes a series of entertaining anecdotes by the guest of honor himself, who says “we are on Boston Neighborhood Network, and I’m here for an experience.”  The program is a community service project of BNN, and will premier on Friday, August 4, at 7:30 on the News and Information Channel (Comcast 9 / RCN 15).  It will repeat on Sunday, August 6, at 9 pm; Friday, August 11, at 7:30 pm; Saturday, August 12, at 9 pm; Sunday, August 13, at 9 pm, and Saturday, August 25, at 9 pm.
Among the dedicatory speakers are Jim Keefe, a partner in Trinity Financial, William Bulger, former president of UMass Boston, and Tom Finneran, former Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives.  A series of speeches and interviews reveals the esteem in which these Bostonians hold Quinn, shedding light on their personal experiences of what Finneran refers to as the exceptional courage and justice embodied in the “top-notch public servant.”

The dedication of the Foley Senior Residences to Bob Quinn draws on his contributions to local society as well as his history with the Mattapan building itself.  Long before he became a State Representative (1957-1969), Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives (1967-1969), or the Massachusetts Attorney General (1969-1975), Quinn himself was a patient at the sanatorium.  In 1945, at the age of seventeen, he was admitted to the quarantined area to be treated for tuberculosis.  To this day, Quinn clearly recalls the twenty months he spent in Room 113, as well as having jokingly remarked on numerous occasions that the renovators should name that room after him.  “They called my bluff,” he remarks.

The discussion covers a variety of topics, including Bob Quinn’s political journey and Trinity Financial’s redevelopment of the historic building.  Personal anecdotes from Quinn and others create a multifaceted look at the history of the River Street building, reconnecting the residences with their past and with the individuals involved with the evolution of the area.  

-MORE-
Boston Neighborhood Network’s mission is to use media technologies to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.  For more information, contact Jeannine Booton, BNN’s Communications and Marketing Coordinator, at (617) 720-2113 or at jbooton@bnntv.org.   
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