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BNN presents a stimulating series of the Ford Hall Forum

The Boston Neighborhood Network has teamed with The Ford Hall Forum, a nonprofit educational organization dedicated to promoting and facilitating public involvement in the open exchange of ideas on issues of public interest to televise their messages to a wider community.  Through its free lecture program, the Ford Hall Forum has “engaged diverse audiences in discussions and debates” and now with the support of BNN, is able to extend each message to a broader audience with superior impact.  

The lectures sponsored by the Ford Hall Forum instigate dialogue on an assortment of topics presently influencing democracy, equality, and safety both in Boston and around the globe.  BNN has documented several of these orations and is making them widely accessible to the Boston public via our News and Information Channel 9 as follows:

Policing Baghdad     Featured speaker Jerry Burke, a former major in the Massachusetts State Police, was one of twelve American civilians sent to Iraq to assess its law-enforcement and corrections system.  Another speaker, writer Sean Flynn, accompanied Burke along this mission.  Both speak of the team’s challenge to secure a civilian society for Iraq, which lacks both law and order.  

Friday December 10, 2pm
Saturday December 11, 9:30pm

Sunday December 12, 7pm

Friday December 31, 2pm

Saturday January 1, 9:30pm

Sunday January 2, 7pm

Hip Hop Politics     The hip hop genre has become an increasingly popular vehicle for the young to voice their opinions.  Hot-button issues such as police brutality, healthcare, and joblessness are replacing the theme of misogyny, materialism, and violence that are often coupled with the genre.

Speakers Derrick Ashong, Kiki Breevlife, and Scherazade King speak of the importance of channeling hip hop’s power in order to foster political change and social responsibility.

Friday December 17, 2pm

Saturday December 18, 9:30pm

Sunday December 19, 7pm

Friday January 7, 2pm

Saturday January 8, 9:30pm

Sunday January 9, 7pm

30 Years After School Bussing: Where Do We Go Next?     A panel of speakers gathers to discuss the questions of educational inequalities some still believe to exist, three decades after bussing desegregated Boston public schools.  Panel members consist of Ron Ferguson (Kennedy School of Government), Ellen Guiney, (Boston Plan for Excellence in Public Schools), Ted Landsmark (Boston Architectural Center), and Casel Walker (Joseph P. Manning Elementary School).  

Friday December 24, 2pm

Saturday December 25, 9:30pm

Sunday December 26, 7pm

Friday January 14, 2pm

Saturday January 15, 9:30pm

Sunday January 16, 7pm

For more information about Boston Neighborhood Network or the Ford Hall Forum Series, pleas visit our “Press Room” at www.bnntv.org.  

Boston Neighborhood Network is a membership-based, independent non-profit organization.  Its mission is to use cable television’s unique capabilities and other technology to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.
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