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Hip Hop as Force for Change
“Think about what happens when you hear a tune,” poses PhD student of Afro-American studies and ethnomusicology, Derrick Ashong.  “Think about how that song can make you happy.  Or Sad.  Get you Excited.  Make you want to move your body.  Make you want to think just by hearing the vibrations in the air.”  Ashong believes audio representations to be the most powerful of mediums.  He deems, “the music needs nothing else but itself to potentially move you.”

Boston Neighborhood Network is excited to announce the presentation of The Ford Hall Forum Series’ second installment: Hip Hop Politics.  In this edition to the lecture series, Ashong joins with other hip hop connoisseurs to reflect and discuss the importance of channeling the genres’ power in order to promote political change and social responsibility.  
Hip hop artist and activist, Kiki Breevlife cautions listeners at the Old South Meeting House that in order, “to make any sort of change you first have to be true to yourself… ask yourself, what are the main issues concerning me?”  As the majority of lyrics shift away from drug use and materialism to more essential concerns such as unemployment and domestic violence, hip hop is increasing its respectability as a vehicle for political and social change.
Geoff Ward, assistant professor of criminal justice at Northeastern University and Scherazade King, founder and director of Project Think Different, join Ashong and Breevlife in sharing their thoughts on the hip hop culture’s ability to serve as a national force for change.

Boston Neighborhood Network is a membership-based, independent non-profit organization.  Its mission is to use cable television’s unique capabilities and other technology to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.
For more information on The Ford Hall Forum Series or other BNN programs, please visit our “Press Room” at www.bnntv.org. 

Don’t miss Hip Hop Politics on Boston Neighborhood Network’s News and Information Channel 9:
Friday December 17, 2pm

Saturday December 18, 9:30pm

Sunday December 19, 7pm

Friday January 7, 2pm

Saturday January 8, 9:30pm

Sunday January 9, 7pm
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