For Immediate Release                                                        BNN Contact: Jeannine Booton

August 2006                                                                                          (617) 720-2113 x 30 

                                                                                                                jbooton@bnntv.org


[image: image1.emf]


Tune into BNN’s Cablecast of The Urban League of Eastern Massachusetts’ First Inaugural Power Brunch on BNN’s News and Information Channel (Comcast 9/RCN 15). 

Boston, MA- Don’t miss Boston Neighborhood Network Television’s (BNN) coverage of the Urban League of Eastern Massachusetts’ Young Professionals’ Network (YPN) First Inaugural Power Brunch, Look Who’s Coming to Brunch!  During the event, YPN’s Civic Engagement Committee creates a public forum that addresses community concerns and helps younger generations become more engaged in progressive grassroots change through civic and political venues.  “YPN believes this Power Brunch can start a serious, constructive dialogue about how we, as people of color, can take full ownership of our progress and make this city and region work for all of us.  I hope this will become a new tradition that will occur three to four times each year,” says Chris Harris, YPN Civic Engagement Co-Chair. Look Who’s Coming to Brunch! will premier Sunday, September 9 at 7:00 p.m. on BNN’s News and Information Channel (Comcast 9/RCN 15).  A complete schedule of cablecast times is included below:

The event, held May 13, 2006 at Roxbury Community College, focused on issues facing communities of color, encouraging Boston’s young professionals to become more actively involved in their professional future and local politics.  Civic Engagement Co-Chair David Halbert, welcomed State Representative Gloria Fox, President and CEO of The Urban League of Eastern Massachusetts, Darnell Williams and Young Professionals Network President, Nancy Rousseau to the podium for opening remarks. “I want young professionals to distinguish between symbolic and substance, this is not a 100 yard dash, it’s a marathon,” said Williams to the young audience, “and if you’re in the relay and if we pass it on to you, can you carry that torch to the next level?”

Co-Founder of United Leaders, Larry Harris, Jr., moderated the event.  The program features 30 minutes of moderated questions and answers, followed by questions from the audience to panelists. Panelists included State Representative of the 12th Suffolk District Linda Dorcena Forry, Oiste Executive Director Giavanna Negretti and Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition Executive Director, Ali Noorani.  The event covered civic engagement issues on how to get involved in the political system and topics such as affordable housing, immigration, criminal justice, public safety and building multicultural coalitions.

-MORE-
The Urban League of Eastern Massachusetts’ First Inaugural Power Brunch Cablecast times on BNN’s News and Information Channel Comcast 9/RCN 15:

Sunday, 9/10 - 7:00 p.m.

Friday, 9/22 – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9/23 – 9:00 p.m.

Friday 9/29 – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday 9/30 – 9:00 p.m

 Boston Neighborhood Network’s mission is to use media technologies to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.  For more information, contact Jeannine Booton at (617) 720- 2113 x 30 or visit www.bnntv.org.  
 The mission of the Young Professionals Network of the Urban League of Eastern Massachusetts (YPN) is to build community, promote personal and career development, and cultivate a welcoming, inclusive environment in Greater Boston for young people (ages 18 to 40) of color.  

-END-
