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“As a twenty first century urban village we are the community where our children are nurtured…”

The Boston Renaissance Charter Public School (BRCPS) writes a new chapter in Massachusetts public schools’ history, with the introduction of its 6 part educational TV series, It Takes A Village. The first show, entitled “Reading First,” will premiere on Sunday, October 1 at 3:00 p.m. on Boston Neighborhood Network’s news and informational Channel Comcast 9/RCN 15.  The series was produced locally in conjunction with Karl Nurse Productions and was made possible by a Reading First Targeted Assistance Grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 
In this debut segment of It Takes A Village, the audience will join host Robyn Viloria (Director of Instructional Technology, BRCPS) and guests as they explore the implementation of the Reading First program, a federally funded program created to help close the achievement gap for students from low socio-economic backgrounds. The Reading First program seeks to have all students reading at or above grade level by the third grade. In 2003, the Massachusetts Department of Education named BRCPS as a Reading First school. The school’s program focuses on the building blocks of reading to help mold successful readers into successful learners.

It Takes A Village is an educational series that celebrates the cooperative teaching environment of the Boston Renaissance Charter Public School where reading is the key ingredient to learning in all aspects of education. The 6 shows (Reading First, Study Skills, Nutrition, Team Teaching, Media Literacy and MCAS) seek to illustrate the power of learning and highlight the core values that shape children’s intellect and character, while showing parents and other community members how they can help support student success. The school’s mission is to develop academic, social and emotional competence while building confidence, character and citizenship in a nurturing, supportive environment. 

It Takes A Village (segment 1: “Reading First”) airs Sunday, October 1, at 3:00 p.m. It will be rebroadcast on Tuesday, October 3, at 10:00 p.m. and Friday, October 6, at 3:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The other 5 shows will air weekly on the same days and respective time slots, through November 3, 2006.






            
www.bostonrenaissance.org
