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BNN OFFERS FOUR YOUTH SUMMER PROGRAMS

Boston Neighborhood Network (BNN) began four new programs this summer to involve Boston’s youth in learning television production skills.  These programs include: a workshop in live studio production, the Digital Art Youth Program (DAY), workshops with four local community centers and a documentary making workshop.  Youth ages 10-16 interact with BNN staff to learn, produce and eventually cablecast their own programs on BNN.  “We hope to encourage youth to become involved with BNN so that they can have more influence on the images of youth on television, which tend to be more negative than positive,” says BNN Director of Education and Outreach, Wendy Blom. “The programs also keep them engaged in supervised, creative activities while out of school.”

The workshop in live studio production involves 11 children ages 13-14 from the Roxbury Boys and Girls Club, a group that recently joined BNN as an access organization.  They meet Fridays at the CityPlace BNN studio where they learn to run the studio and organize a production.  Media instructor Cynthia Conti leads the kids as they work to produce two studio programs relating to issues such as peer pressure, premarital sex, racism and images of women in the media.

The Digital Art Youth Program, offered at the BNN Multimedia Center, is a six-week program that teaches digital imaging, animation, web design and digital video and audio production.  Children ages 10 to 13 produce their own digital art work, television programs and other media projects under the supervision and instruction of media professionals and experienced teachers.  

In collaboration with Boston Centers for Youth and Families, BNN Director of Education and Outreach, Wendy Blom and assistant Scott Hillier are working with four community centers in the Boston area to teach children ages 13-14 about media literacy topics,.  The students then plan their own television programs for cablecast on BNN that that will  highlight their community centers.  The community centers include: Archdale Community Center of Roslindale, Hyde Park Community Center, Allston/Brighton Community Center and Tobin Community Center. BNN staff encourage the students to combat negative stereotypes of their communities through interviews, performances, tours and discussions on issues relevant to youth.

The documentary making workshop, led by Andrew Potter, involves 6 children ages 13-16 at the Hyde Park YMCA. They learn documentary creation through camera, audio, lighting, and digital editing instruction.  The group will   produce a short documentary that will be cablecast on BNN.
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