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TWO SHOWS ON BNN PRESENT POSITIVE IMAGE OF YOUTH

Boston Neighborhood Network (BNN) has created two new shows to be cablecast in July and August that present positive images of Boston youth on television.  Hip Hop Hooray Ho: The Past Present and Future of an Era is a documentary created by young students of the Hyde Park YMCA in the 2003 Winter DigitalArt Youth Program (DAY) at BNN.  Girl Talk is a one-hour discussion among three teenage girls and host Marie Celestin that presents the girls’ points of view about issues in their lives.  

The DAY program, directed by Nettrice Gaskins, is offered quarterly to children ages 10-13 at the BNN Multimedia Center. The program helps children develop multimedia skills while fostering civic engagement and leadership. For their documentary, the children of the YMCA used state-of-the-art digital video equipment and software to compile imagery from the Web, conduct interviews with students and teachers, and present a freestyle rap performance.  The 8-minute documentary will be cablecast with interviews of former students and other multimedia works.  The DAY class was taught by BNN staffer Derek Hixon.  

Three young girls were chosen as panelists on Girl Talk based on their outstanding sense of themselves and their goals for the future.  The girls are Melissa Pickney, 19, of Roslindale; Maria Terova, 17, of Dorchester; and Jessica Qu, 15, of Roslindale. They discuss role models, mass media images of women, feminism, stereotypes, and how to achieve their future goals. The purpose of the show is to influence other young girls with positive female images. The program was produced as a community service by Wendy Blom, Director of Education & Outreach at BNN, and Marie Celestin, Director of the GIRLS Project, an innovative leadership development organization.

Cablecast Times:

Hip Hop Hooray Ho


Channel 23


July 18, 6:00pm.



July 25, 6:00pm.


July 21, 6:00pm.

Girl Talk


Channel 9

August 1, 3:00pm

August 3, 8:30pm


August 8, 3:00pm

August 10, 8:30pm


Channel 23


August 18, 9:00pm.

August 21, 6:00pm.

*On the associated photo, the panalists from left to right are Melissa Pinckney, 19, Roslindale; Maria Terova, 17, Dorchester; and Jessica Qu, 15, Roslindale.
