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Women’s Perspectives Around the World: A Series on Boston Neighborhood Network

Boston Neighborhood Network will present a fascinating series of programs about the lives of women in the United States and around the world. The programs include an International Women’s Day presentation by the International Institute of Boston on the health issues of female circumcision among African immigrants in Boston and seven documentaries with an international focus provided by Documentary Educational Resources (DER), a non-profit film and video production and distribution company. 

This series is presented as a community service of Boston Neighborhood Network, in order to broaden our understanding of the lives of women around the world, culturally and economically. The series will be cablecast on BNN’s News and Information Channel 9 as follows:

International Women’s Day: A Presentation of the International Institute of Boston.
The featured speaker is Dr. Nawal Nour, a Sudanese-American and recipient of a 2004 McArthur Foundation “Genius Grant” who founded the African Women’s Health Practice at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. Dr. Nour speaks on the unique medical and emotional needs of women immigrants who have been genitally circumcised in their homelands. Another speaker is Sheila Cavanaugh, business woman, mother, and volunteer at the International Institute, who speaks on how she got involved and the satisfaction she gets from helping immigrants become settled in the Boston Area.

Friday, March 26 3:30pm

Saturday, March 27, 9:00pm


Friday, April 2, 3:30pm

Saturday, April 3, 9:00pm

Woman Being  A 1997 film by Wen-jie Qin that looks at women’s attitudes towards beauty and sexuality in contemporary China. The documentary depicts the tremendous changes that have occurred in the lives of Chinese women in the past one hundred years.

Friday , April 2, 4:30pm

Saturday, April 3, 10:00pm

Song of Umm Dalaila: The Story of the Sahrawis  A 1993 film by Danielle Smith that highlights the experiences of the Sahrawi women in refugee camps in Algeria, who make up 80% of the adult refugee population. Through their own compelling words, the women reveal how they came to assume primary responsibility for the survival of the refugees. It gives an inspiring account of a people’s ability to rise from the devastation of war to rebuild their lives and communities in harsh exile, and to strive by will and imagination for a better future.

Friday, April 2, 5:00pm

Saturday, April 3, 10:30pm

Sweet Sorghum  A 1995 film by well known anthropologist/filmmakers Jean and Ivo Strecker about the experiences of their daughter, Rosie, who was raised among the Hamar, an isolated people of southwestern Ethiopia. The intimacy of shared family life and childhood relationships between the Hamar and the anthropologists’ children is revealed as we also learn about the important role sorghum plays in the Hamar diet.

Friday, April 9, 4:30pm

Saturday, April 10, 10:00pm

Juana’s Journey  A 1999 film by Adele Schmidt about an 18 year-old woman who was a drug addict living in a street gang in Mexico City. Her little three-year old daughter suffered most under Juana’s depression, which repeatedly caused Juana to stay away from home for weeks at a time. Throughout Juana’s testimony, the documentary weaves the director’s concern: the relationship between mother and daughter in a hostile environment, with frustration, poverty and abuse where there are no apparent solutions.

Friday, April 9, 5:00pm

Saturday, April 19, 10:30pm

Kamala and Raji  A 1998 film by Michael Camerini and Shari Robertson about two working women who carve out a place for themselves in modern-day India. Faced with difficult challenges, Kamala and Raji struggle to make their lives better, sometimes defying their husbands, police and a tradition in which women are viewed as second-class citizens.

Friday, April 16, 4:00pm

Saturday, April 17, 9:00pm

A Calling To Care  This 1998 film by Bobbi Jo Krals presents the inspiring story of 55 year-old Grace Stanley, a nurse who left her home and prestigious career behind to answer a calling halfway around the world in Karachi, Pakistan. She teaches nursing to local women in a strict Muslim culture that forbids women to touch men. Grace challenges her own values and belief system to find common ground with her students.

Friday, April 16, 5:00pm

Saturday, April 17, 10:00pm

N!ai, the Story of a !Kung Woman  This 1980 film by John Marshall, Adrienne Miesmer and Sue M. Cabezas provides a broad overview of !Kung life on Tshum!kwi a South African government reservation where land is restricted, game and plant foods are scarce and the government is recruiting residents to fight SWAPO. The film covers both past and present, and presents an intimate portrait of N!ai, a !Kung woman in her mid-thirties in 1978. Footage shot throughout the 1950’s as well as footage from 1978 is used to complement her narrative.

Friday, April 23, 4:30pm

Saturday, April 24, 10:00pm

Boston Neighborhood Network is a membership-based, independent non-profit organization.  Its mission is to use cable television’s unique capabilities and other technology to address unmet communications needs of individuals and institutions in Boston.
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